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OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 
 
 
1 University Circle, Herrmann Hall, Rm. M12, Monterey, CA 93943    (831) 656-2371 






From: Provost and Academic Dean 
To: NPS Faculty and Staff 
 
Subject: 2016 RICHARD W. HAMMING ANNUAL AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT IN TEACHING 
 
1. I am pleased to announce that Dr. Ralucca Gera, Associate Professor in the Department of Applied 
Mathematics is the NPS Academic Year 2016 Richard W. Hamming Teaching Award winner in recognition 
of her exceptional teaching.  Professor Gera excelled in all three criteria for the Hamming award: 
outstanding teaching, excellence in thesis supervision, and strength of contribution to NPS students beyond 
the classroom.  She holds a Ph.D. from Western Michigan University. 
 
2. Ralucca has continually distinguished herself in the classroom since coming to NPS. She has taught a 
variety of classes at all levels and consistently earns the praise of students, not only in the SOF scores and 
comments, but also in comments students have made.  Of particular note is her drive to improve and expand 
her teaching skills and her willingness to explore new and creative teaching styles, particularly ones where 
she involves classroom students in active research problems.  And her work extends well beyond the 
classroom. Last summer Ralucca taught a group of 25 professors the basics of network science through the 
RECONNECT program, influencing professors around the world to pursue this newly established field.  
She recently presented her vision about teaching network science at the elementary school level at the 
NetSci conference, which was well received. The interest generated by her presentation prompted her to 
turn in a proposal that just got funded by the ARO to lead teachers from NYC, Monterey and San Diego to 
develop network science classroom materials to be incorporated at the elementary and middle school level 
from coast to coast.  
 
3. I want to thank the Hamming Teaching Award Committee comprised of Associate Professor Michael 
Freeman, Chair, Distinguished Professor Herschel Loomis, Associate Professor Aruna Apte, Associate 
Professor Jonathan Lipow, Associate Professor Christopher Twomey, LT Jacob London and SPCO Robert 
Labrenz for their excellent job in selecting this very deserving award winner. 
 
4. Ralucca Gera embodies the varied types of teaching contributions the Richard W. Hamming Award is 
intended to recognize.  Please join me in congratulating Dr. Ralucca Gera. 
 
 
       
    J. H. Newman 
   Acting 
      
  
